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Background

Â Implementation of NMP, need to expand and 
coordinate efforts with East Coasté

Â Developed initial CMC working groupé

Â CMC Workshopé



Workshop Purpose

The purpose of the workshop is to develop 
networks and facilitate communication and 
collaboration between researchers, agencies and 
organizations working with Chinese mitten crab 
in North America.



Workshop Objectives

Â Establish a Chinese mitten crab workgroup and 
network on the east coast (North America).

Â Develop network for collaboration between east 
and west coast CMC activities.

Â Identify future needs and direction for the CMC 
National Management Plan.



Chinese Mitten Crab in North America

Â Status Update for West Coast ïBrian Tsukimura, CSU Fresno

Â Risk Assessment ïSophie Foster, Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Â Activities Northeast ANS Panel ïJan Smith, NEANS Panel

Â Activities Mid-Atlantic Panel ïLisa Moss, USFWS

Â Activities Smithsonian Environmental Research Center ïCarin 
Ferrante, SERC

Â Monitoring on East Coast ïDavid Delaney, Invasive Tracers



Discussion and Work Session

Â Electronic Information and Reporting Systems

Â Development and Implementation of Standardized 
Reporting and Sampling Methods

Â Current and Needed Research

Â Exploring Options for CMC Management and Control

Â Public Education and Outreach

Â National Management Plan for Chinese Mitten Crab



Electronic Information and Reporting Systems

Â Identify information and user needs.
Â There is a lot of information out there, but still need an ñofficialò informational 

web-site or network that is self -supporting, user accessible, has mapping 
capabilities, is scalable and relevant to North American CMC issues.

Â Identify existing information systems.
Â USFWS ïNational and Regional AIS web-pages.

Â USGS ïNational AIS Database.

Â ANS Task Force Regional Panel web-pages.

Â State Agency web-pages.

Â SERC ïInformation and east coast database integrated with USGS. 

Â Determine if existing systems meet identified information and user 
needs.

Â Explore possible compatibility and integration options for existing 
information systems.



Development and Implementation of Standardized 
Reporting and Sampling Methods

Â Population distribution and abundance.
Â Some success at determining distribution but abundance information difficult to 

obtain.

Â Presence absence.
Â Most P/A data from incidental sampling and observation reports.

Â Need specific protocol?  PCR techniques and analysis?

Â Use of incidental sampling and observation information.
Â A large amount of observation data are from incidental sampling and observation 

information ïdevelop process for standardized reporting and verification.

Â Monitoring protocols for specific life stages.
Â Larval life stage monitoring in SF Bay.

Â Post-larval life stage monitoringé



Current and Needed Research

Â Biological and physical impacts to systems.
Â Have fairly good idea about impacts in a general sense.

Â Need to examine impacts relative to specific regions and taxa.

Â Detailed analysis of trophic effects.

Â Life history of CMC relative to invaded systems (Risk Assessment).
Â Some work Europe and SF Bay.

Â Risk Assessment for Canada.

Â Need predictive models for rest of North America.


